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for DEWALT power tools, accessories, anchors, and concrete adhesives. Always follow the guidance in the instruction manual. 

PPE & SAFE HANDLING

ALWAYS USE SAFETY GLASSES
Everyday eyeglasses are NOT safety glasses. Also use face or dust mask if cutting operation is dusty. 

ALWAYS WEAR CERTIFIED SAFETY EQUIPMENT:
• ANSI Z87.1 eye protection (CAN/CSA Z94.3),
• ANSI S12.6 (S3.19) hearing protection,
• NIOSH/OSHA/MSHA respiratory protection. 

KICKBACK IS THE RESULT OF SAW MISUSE AND/OR INCORRECT OPERATING PROCEDURES OR 
CONDITIONS AND CAN BE AVOIDED BY TAKING PROPER PRECAUTIONS AS GIVEN BELOW:

• Kickback is a sudden reaction to a pinched, bound or misaligned saw blade, causing an uncontrolled saw to lift up and out of 
the workpiece toward the operator.

• When the blade is pinched or bound tightly by the kerf closing down, the blade stalls and the motor reaction drives the unit 
rapidly back toward the operator.

• If the blade becomes twisted or misaligned in the cut, the teeth at the back edge of the blade can dig into the top surface of the 
wood causing the blade to climb out of the kerf and jump back toward the operator. 

MAINTAIN A FIRM GRIP WITH BOTH HANDS ON THE SAW AND POSITION YOUR ARMS TO RESIST 
KICKBACK FORCES
Position your body to either side of the blade, but not in line with the blade. Kickback could cause the saw to jump backwards, but 
kickback forces can be controlled by the operator, if proper precautions are taken.

WHEN BLADE IS BINDING, OR WHEN INTERRUPTING A CUT FOR ANY REASON, RELEASE THE TRIGGER 
AND HOLD THE SAW MOTIONLESS IN THE MATERIAL UNTIL THE BLADE COMES TO A COMPLETE STOP
Never attempt to remove the saw from the work or pull the saw backward while the blade is in motion or kickback may occur. 
Investigate and take corrective actions to eliminate the cause of blade binding.

WHEN RESTARTING A SAW IN THE WORKPIECE, CENTER THE SAW BLADE IN THE KERF AND CHECK 
THAT SAW TEETH ARE NOT ENGAGED INTO THE MATERIAL
If saw blade is binding, it may walk up or kickback from the workpiece as the saw is restarted.

SUPPORT LARGE PANELS TO MINIMIZE THE RISK OF BLADE PINCHING AND KICKBACK
Large panels tend to sag under their own weight. Supports must be placed under the panel on both sides, near the line of cut and 
near the edge of the panel.

GENERAL USE

ALWAYS FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE IN THE INSTRUCTION MANUAL
Read all safety warnings, instructions, illustrations and specifications for the specific model of the product you are using. Failure to follow 
the specific product’s manual instructions may result in electric shock, fire and/or serious injury. 

CAUSES AND OPERATOR PREVENTION OF KICKBACK
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DO NOT USE DULL OR DAMAGED BLADES
Unsharpened or improperly set blades produce narrow kerf causing excessive friction, blade binding and kickback.

BLADE DEPTH AND BEVEL ADJUSTING LOCKING LEVERS MUST BE TIGHT AND SECURE BEFORE 
MAKING CUT
If blade adjustment shifts while cutting, it may cause binding and kickback.

USE EXTRA CAUTION WHEN MAKING A “PLUNGE CUT” INTO EXISTING WALLS OR OTHER BLIND AREAS
The protruding blade may cut objects that can cause kickback.

CHECK LOWER GUARD FOR PROPER CLOSING BEFORE EACH USE
Do not operate the saw if lower guard does not move freely and close instantly. Never clamp or tie the lower guard into the open 
position. If saw is accidentally dropped, lower guard may be bent. Raise the lower guard with the retracting handle and make sure it 
moves freely and does not touch the blade or any other part, in all angles and depths of cut.

CHECK THE OPERATION OF THE LOWER GUARD SPRING
If the guard and the spring are not operating properly, they must be serviced before use. Lower guard may operate sluggishly due to 
damaged parts, gummy deposits, or a build-up of debris.

LOWER GUARD SHOULD BE RETRACTED MANUALLY ONLY FOR SPECIAL CUTS SUCH AS 
“PLUNGE CUTS” AND “COMPOUND CUTS” 
Raise lower guard by retracting handle and as soon as blade enters the material, the lower guard must be released. For all other 
sawing, the lower guard should operate automatically.

ALWAYS OBSERVE THAT THE LOWER GUARD IS COVERING THE BLADE BEFORE PLACING SAW DOWN 
ON BENCH OR FLOOR 
An unprotected, coasting blade will cause the saw to walk backwards, cutting whatever is in its path. Be aware of the time it takes 
for the blade to stop after switch is released.

LOWER GUARD FUNCTION SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS (WHEN APPLICABLE)
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